
1918-1920 Influenza Pandemic: Northfield Independent 
 

The Northfield Independent was one of two newspapers published within Northfield 
during this time period. Physical copies of this newspaper are stored at the Northfield Historical 
Society. Here we have unprofessionally photographed pages and articles relevant to the 
1918-1920 influenza pandemic. Below is a summary of quotes and articles that reference or add 
to our understanding of how Northfield experienced the 1918-1920 influenza pandemic.  

To see a collection of all of our notes and access pdfs of some sources otherwise only 
available physically, click here. 
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1918  

October  

October 17th, 1918 
Public Meetings Barred as Safety Measure Here 
As Preventative Measure, Northfield Has Been Closed Up Tight; Very Little Disturbance Caused 
By Order 
Situation Here is Comparatively Good  
Policy Followed in Northfield, If Generally Adopted, Should Make Great Preventative Against 
Spread of Influenza  

ǒ “The slashing methods of war time have now become so general that the closing of all 
public meetings, theaters, churches, and schools, last week was taken as a matter of 
course and caused very little disturbance in the state of public mind.”  

ǒ Response to last thursday’s city council meeting  
ǒ “The movement has the hearty support of the people of the city who realize that an ounce 

of prevention is worth a pound of care, and that no step is to drastic to aid in the fight 
which this country is making to stamp out the influenza epidemic”  



October 24, 1918 
City Endeavors to Prevent Flu Here  
Great Menace Is From People Who Might Bright the Epidemic In; Committee to Handle Fire 
Relief Work Here  

ǒ At thursday city council meeting mayor thought it was best to continue quarantine  
ǒ “The greatest danger is from people bringin the epidemic in”  
ǒ Placards posted in plain view on house in which influenza exists within the house and 

every case of influenza must be reported to board of health  

October 31, 1918  
Public Gatherings are Prohibited 

ǒ According to Regulation 220 passed Oct 21 all public gatherings are prohibited  
ǒ All funerals are considered public gatherings and must be private  

Northfield High School Notes  
ǒ “The notice, ‘No visitors allowed, use telephone,' still remains on all doors of the high 

school building. Undoubtedly some of the students often wish they were visitors also.”  
 

November  

November 14, 1918  
Influenza Here! Board of Health Discuss Situation 
A Concise Order Was Adopted By the Board to Prevent the Spread of the Epidemic  
Public Gatherings are Prohibited  
Committee Is Appointed by the Mayor to Represent Different Interests of the City  

ǒ Monday Mayor called meeting with all doctors of the city, representatives from each 
college, superintendent of public schools to discuss influenza  

ǒ Passed motion to authorizing Mayor to appoint committee to act w/ Board of Health to 
adopt restrictive measures  

ƺ Committee members:  
ƴ Prof Gingrich for Carleton  
ƴ Prof. P. O. Holland for St. Olaf  
ƴ Dr. Hunt for board of ed and city physicians  
ƴ Alex. Macaky and Willima Ebel for city and business interest  
ƴ Prof G. W. Spohn pres of local Red Cross  






