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Preparing for this year’s annual meeting I did what any good historian
would do, I researched past years and what I saw was amazing! In

seeing what was accomplished in 2006 I was astounded!

Mary Rossing (past president) stated in 2003 that NHS continued “top-rate educational
programs and special events.” She also stated that NHS was “poised to be a leader in the
rebirth of downtown.” In 2004, then director Mark Fagerwick stated that NHS had a greatly
expanded presence in downtown and that we were reaching a broader audience. In 2005,
Fagerwick stated, “In 2006 we envision establishment of a much stronger working
relationship with the Northfield Public School system.” He also stated that we were
developing a Northfield exhibit.

In 2006, we established a stronger relationship with not only the Northfield Public Schools
but Carleton and St. Olaf colleges as well. In December, we developed, with the help of two
St. Olaf interns, our first traveling trunk. This trunk focuses on immigration history to
Northfield. The trunk follows the travels of the Kildahl family and will be used by any school
system or non-profit that wants to teach immigration history. In addition, we have
established sustaining internship programs with St. Olaf and Carleton colleges. This year we
had 18 interns working on various projects from the traveling trunk to developing a video
documentary.

We also produced our first permanent exhibit on Northfield history. Last May we revisited
text that was written earlier in the year for the exhibit and, with some further research, were
able to develop a comprehensive history of the founding of the town. The exhibit was opened
in August. This exhibit is the foundation for future rotating exhibits. In 2007, I envision we
will have our first one completed.

Also in 2006 we held our sixth annual fundraising auction. We netted $12,117.14. A big
thanks goes out to auctioneer Ed Kuhlman and the auction committee for developing
another successful auction.

In addition, we saw expansion of our Cemetery Stories event. This event brought more than
300 people to Oaklawn Cemetery in October. It would not have been possible without the
NHS Junior Curator Program. Students researched all of the historic residents of the
cemetery. A special thanks goes out to the Cemetery Stories committee. Look for this event
during this coming October’s full moon!

We did have our trials in 2006. In June, our executive director, Mark Fagerwick, resigned. In
August, our bookkeeper, Marybeth Luing, resigned. However, with the help of our board we
were able to right the ship and keep NHS on track. We had a successful 4th of July
Celebration and our Cemetery Stories event was bigger than previous years. In addition, we
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were able to find a new volunteer bookkeeper, Kathy Peterson. Her knowledge of QuickBooks
and accounting is a valuable asset to us and she has helped streamline our accounting
practices. Finally, I accepted the position of executive director in January and I thank the
board for their support. I also thank you, the members, for your support. Without it I would
not be able to do this job!

People have asked me, what does 2007 hold for NHS? Since January we have been accepted
into the Minnesota Digital Library. They are now scanning more than 200 of our historic
images. Furthermore, we have created an online timeline of Northfield history, which will be
an interactive tool for researchers of all ages. We have also submitted a grant to IMLS
(Institute of Museum and Library Services) to develop an online database that will make our
collection and other organizations including St. Olaf College, Carleton College, the
Northfield Public Library, the Rice County Historical Society and the Northfield News
searchable by researchers online. This project will make all of our Northfield-related artifacts
more easily accessible. We have also stepped up our oral history project. Since January, we
have interviewed five Northfielders with plans to interview many more over the coming year.

So to answer the question of what 2007 holds for NHS? I see the expansion of our rotating
exhibits, our oral history project our Cemetery Stories event, continuation of our on-line
timeline, a successful auction, many more educational speaker programs and many other
projects.

NHS will continue its growth, not only downtown but throughout the community by
offering educational services and continuing to preserve Northfield’s unique history.

Thank you all and remember, you make history every day! 

Hayes Scriven, Executive Director



To come

S

From the PresidentIt has been said “that which does not kill you makes you stronger.” It is
another way of saying that from hard times come learning and eventually

wisdom. This has been one of those years for the Northfield Historical Society
from an organizational perspective. While it is good to have a presidential report
that is very rosy, it also serves us well to pay attention to the thorns.

This was a year of many personnel changes which affected every facet of the Northfield
Historical Society. The biggest change came at the executive director’s position. Most of you
know by now that Mark Fagerwick had some health issues that first necessitated a leave of
absence, then his eventual resignation. Mark accomplished a great deal while he was here and
will be remembered for his hard work and his boundless energy. We also saw Tracy Morris
say goodbye at approximately the same time. Tracy had been our office manager for the past
few years and served the organization well. Tracy cited a change in her husband’s work
situation as the reason for her resignation.

Following the departure of these two key employees, Marybeth Luing and Dick Waters were
brought in to help us through the transition time, and they both eventually left to pursue
other opportunities. With all these changes, we still needed to take care of our day-to-day
business. Special thanks to Gloria Powell and all the volunteers who continued to staff the
store through all the personnel changes and construction transitions. Keeping a business-as-
usual appearance during a difficult time is a great reflection of everyone’s professionalism
and dedication to the Society and we are most grateful for it.

The greatest example of professionalism, however, was exhibited by Hayes Scriven. Since he
was first hired as exhibits coordinator, Hayes has consistently worked more than the allotted
hours for his job description. Throughout all the turbulent turnovers it was his steady hand
that kept us heading in the right direction. That steadiness and operational knowledge first
resulted in his being named interim executive director and finally led to him being named
the permanent executive director. Along the way Hayes also was a great help in the
completion of the new Northfield History Exhibit. This exhibit was made possible by a
generous donation from the Northfield Rotary.

In closing, this letter is mostly about the people involved with the Society and their
dedication to this organization through difficult times. If any organization is the sum total of
all the human resources it has, then the Northfield Historical Society is indeed rich. I must
also express how grateful I am to have been president with such an involved and caring
board. They all went over and above the call to help keep this organization running smoothly
during this past year. Because of these people and the excellent group of new board members,
I can look forward with optimism to our future. I have great expectations of the good things
to come and know that we will continue to honor and preserve the history of this special
place called Northfield.

Scott Elmer, President

Elmer
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Executive BoardThe charge of the NHS executive board is to oversee staffing issues and board
directives. Our main duties, besides managing financial and day-to-day issues

regarding facilities, has been to work closely with our executive director as the
Historical Society expands its product and concentrates on the staffing and facilities to
support it. It’s not been without tough decisions, risk-taking, ups and downs, but we’re
confident we’re on the right track towards increasing our value and perception as a
vital part of the Northfield community.

Dan Freeman, Scott Elmer, Debby Larsen, Pat Murtha and Rob Schanilec



The report of the Northfield Historical Society Endowment Fund looks a little different this
year. In past years, the value of the Marston and Dorothy Headley Fund has been included.

However, since this fund is held by the Minnesota Community Foundation in conjunction with
the Northfield Area Foundation, the board felt that this fund should not be categorized in this
report. The income generated by the Headley Fund is found on the income statement. The
second change to this report is in regard to the shares of The First National Bank of Northfield
stock. Due to the bank’s reorganizing into an “S” corporation, the stock could not be held by a
non-profit institution and therefore needed to be sold in 2006. Since the shares were not held in
the Endowment Fund, the proceeds of the sale were used to pay down the operating line of
credit for the Society.

What follows is a report of the Endowment Fund’s value and the activity that took place during
2006. The funds are managed by the Minnesota Community Foundation, a non-profit
organization that manages investments of many organizations similar to ours. The funds are
currently invested in a balanced fund that consists of approximately 65% in equities and 35% in
bonds, real estate and other private equity investments.

The Board would like to express our thanks to those that have given in the past and would like to
encourage everyone to consider including the Northfield Historical Society in their current and
future giving plans. The positive impact of your gift can be tremendous!

Minnesota Historical Society Endowment Fund, Fund #6816
Valued as of December 31, 2006 ........................................................................................$ 145,301

MCF Endowment Funds activity during 2006

Balance January 1, 2006......................................................................................................$ 136,340

1. Contributions Added to Funds (life memberships, gifts, etc.).............................$  0

2. Investment Gain/(Loss) ..........................................................................................$  12,582

3. Interest and Dividend Earnings .............................................................................$ 3,538

4. Grants Paid to the Northfield Historical Society ..................................................$ ( 5,866)

5. Administrative Fees .................................................................................................$ ( 855)

6. Investment Expenses ...............................................................................................$ (438)

Balance December 31, 2006................................................................................................$ 145,301

Investment Performance (Annualized)

One Year 12.3%

Two Year 11.0%

Three Year 9.4% Submitted by Richard J. Falck

Endowment Funds



Northfield Historical Society 2006 Profit & Loss



Northfield Historical Society 2006 Balance Sheet

Submitted by Pat Murtha, Treasurer
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We are in the final stages of collecting pledges from the 2003 Capital
Campaign. We regret that some sizable donations will not be collected. The

majority of the pledges, however, have been collected.

In 2007 we are developing a plan with our architect, SMSQ, for further building
restoration and hopefully by the end of the year we will have a plan set in place for
future capital improvements to the Scriver Building.

Hayes Scriven, Executive Director

Capital Campaign

The Museum Store went through many changes in 2006. A much-noticed change
was a new store layout. The new layout is very inviting while maintaining the

General Store atmosphere. A new counter allows for efficient and friendly museum
admissions and store purchases. The Museum Store plans to retire some of its current
merchandise, give a fresh look to other items and bring in exciting new merchandise.
The Museum Store committee is focusing on increasing sales as a goal for 2007. We
plan to do more promotions to get more attention and to actively seek more tours,
especially with seniors centers in the area. The Museum Store relies on volunteers to
assist customers, set up window and merchandise displays, share ideas on how to
improve the store and welcome and greet our visitors. We welcome additional
volunteers to assist us with these duties.

Nola Matheson, Museum Store Committee Chairperson

Museum Store



For most non-profit organizations, membership is the “name of the game.” For NHS it
is no different as membership represents a significant part of our operating budget.

We’ve seen a year of change at NHS in 2006, and membership was no different. Our
membership base at the end of 2005 was 645 members. However, 179 of those
memberships were given free and were overdue for many months. After many
discussions at membership committee meetings, we decided to purge those 179, free
overdue memberships. Despite a minor dip in 2006, NHS now has 480 current and
active members with only 127 overdue members and the number is dropping fast! Our
membership brought in $15,520.00 for 2006.

In an effort to increase membership we are proposing we change some of our
membership levels that are in our bylaws. We are requesting to add an individual and
student membership level to our current membership structure. These new levels should
encourage people that are not members to become members.

Engaging a broader audience of active members, specifically new residents, families with
school-age children and a more diverse cultural mix are goals the Board of Directors has
for NHS and its membership. Thank you to all of our current members for your support
and thank you to our future members! Remember you make history every day!

Hayes Scriven, Executive Director

Membership

Scriver Building, circa 1930



Archives and CollectionsEighty-eight collections were added to the holdings of NHS in 2006. These
collections range from a large “Paul Wellstone for State Auditor” campaign sign

to a replica Colt .45 hand gun that was used when the James-Younger Gang traveled to
Germany.

We are in the midst of taking stock of what is in our collection with the help of very
talented interns and student volunteers. Our goal is to to have all of our collections
searchable in our electronic database.

Space for artifacts continues to be tight. However, some space may become available
after rearranging our former office space.

Finally, many interns and volunteers have contributed time to the archives and deserve
recognition. Special thanks to Rehmi Abrams-Fuller, Kari Bergeson, Corrine Heiberg,
Rebecca Nagel and Becca Wheeler. These volunteers have spent many hours
organizing, inventorying, accessioning, and cataloging our artifacts. Thank you!

Joan Olson, Archives Committee Chairperson



The Northfield Historical Society has significantly expanded its exhibits and speaker
programs in 2006.

We continue to have exhibits at Premier Bank and the Middle School. We also
continue to produce displays in the bank windows on Division Street.

In 2006 we produced six speaker programs ranging from the history of Malt-O-Meal
to a re-cap of the James-Younger Gang’s trip to Germany. We also produced our very
first permanent exhibit on Northfield history. This exhibit is titled The Early Years of
Northfield. If you have not had a chance to stop by and see it, I encourage you to do so.
The exhibit chronicles the founding years of Northfield from pre-1855 to about 1880.
The exhibit covers John and Ann North’s journey to Northfield, the development of
early Northfield business and the founding of both St. Olaf and Carleton colleges and
the public school system. We made this exhibit permanent to be the foundation for
our future rotating exhibits on Northfield history. In 2007, I see the first installment of
these exhibits coming to life.

Our next program will be on April 12th at the Grand Event Center. It is titled Way
Back…it’s Off the Wall. The event starts at 6 p.m. with a social hour. The night will be
emceed by Will Healy. Nine local Northfielders will tell their baseball tales while Tiny’s
Hotdogs serves traditional ballpark food. See you at the Grand!

Hayes Scriven, Executive Director

Rotating Exhibits and Programs

Scriver Building, circa 1950



Senior PosseIf one was required to come up with a theme for the 2006 Adult Posse season, that
theme would have to be: The Times They Are A-Changin’. These beneficial changes

started with an increase in our membership. With the addition of Matt Hagen-Stowe,
Christian Hakala, Sofie Jokela, Lisa Larkin, Jini Lawless, Scott Richardson and Heather
Scott we had the largest selection of tour guides in the 14-year history of this all-
volunteer program. The combination of Jr. Posse members with the Adult Posse
members in the same class made for an exciting exchange of ideas between youths
and adults. Each person brought their unique personality and interpretations of the
events surrounding the James-Younger Gang. Consequently, this assortment of
opinions and people allowed us to create tours to fit any occasion and group.

Perhaps the most dramatic of changes came with the renovation of our historical
museum and the new James-Younger Gang history exhibit. With a new room dedicated
to the prelude of the Northfield raid and another room devoted for the escape trail story,
the Adult Posse was provided greater flexibility in the conveyance of our unique story.

If you would like to be a part of this exciting experience for the upcoming tour season
or would like more information, please contact Earl Weinmann at 645-9488.

Earl Weinmann, Education Committee Chairperson

With so much going on at the Historical Society, it is oftentimes hard to
determine what to publicize. In 2006, we produced a variety of promotional

materials inlcuding posters, postcards and the Scriver Scribbler, which, under the
editorship of Gail Jones Hansen, has been the best it’s ever been. We have expanded the
circulation beyond our members to many several drop sites in downtown Northfield to
raise awareness of the Historical Society.

True West magazine named NHS one of its top western destinations in 2006. In addition,
KTTC News, based out of Rochester, covered the new Attempted Bank Raid exhibit. The
Historical Society was also featured in an English documentary titled Jesse James: Outlaw
Hero, produced by Artsmagic productions based out of London.

Our website, www.northfieldhistory.org, has seen increased site traffic. Through it we are
able to keep members and the public up-to-date on our programs and services.

We redesigned our website to include a Northfield History Timeline where visitors can
look at specific areas of Northfield history and discuss them online. We also updated our
on-line Museum Store offerings to include 75% of the merchandise that we offer in the
store.

Rob Schanilec, Public Relations Committee

Public Relations



Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary
over many a museum program that students did explore.

While I pondered all these students, suddenly it seemed prudent
that someone give a summary of these students and their chores.
“It shall be me,” I muttered,
“speaking of these chores
Merely me, and no one more.”

First there were the Jr. Curators; some came early, some came later
to help out in the basement and sometimes in the store.
Some walked the cemetery on the edge of Northfield prairie,
they came to know of folks who walked this path before.
Writing scripts of those deceased 
whose mark has made a score
on this community…evermore.

Junior Posse trained on Tuesdays on chilly nights of April and May;
they learned of mayhem and atrocities produced by Quantrill’s Corp.
Then they discussed a man named Jesse, Frank and Cole, and Jim and Bobby.
They debated what their motive really was post Civil War.
Those dirty deeds told expertly 
in tours they practiced for.
Tours given daily – from ten till four

Ah, distinctly I remember, it was in the bright September
While each eager and bright student entered schoolyard doors.
Eagerly they started SCOPE, to research, write and perhaps to hope
to be a writer of this book and continue with our lore.
Telling the tale of fleeing outlaws 
who were caught in days of yore.
So they could rob the banks...nevermore!

The 2006 season has ended or rather, the time has smoothly blended
into the current year 2007 where new students walk the floor.
But their imprint shall be lasting as of someone gently casting
Casting statues of everlasting, inspiring others to explore.
For our museum is now richer
Than it ever was before...
We thank these students...forevermore!

Earl Weinmann, Education Committee Chairperson

Youth Education Program



2006 Junior Curators

SCOPE SCOPE Interns
Hallie Hillemann
Tim Kamatsu
Lily O’Hare Brantner
Sarah Tiano

Junior Posse

2004-2005 Summer Assistants
Matt Hagen-Stowe Laura Wett

2005 Historical Society Education Program Scholarship Recipient
Ashley Wentworth

Elizabeth Bateman
Courtney Burtness
Anna Courchaine
Casey Dallavalle
Marti Dompierre
Becky Endert
Brooke Finger
McKenna Jones
Becky Kasper

Caitlin Kelly
Daniel Kopseng
Sara Larson
Merrill Lutsky
Katerina Middeldorp
Ella Ohnesorge
Sami Pahr
Katy Pennington-Ewing

Kelsey Barale
Caroline Church 
Shalini Gurusinghe
Julia Hanagan
Amelia Hintzen
Nora McIver-Sheridan
Annie Perkins
Kathryn Scharton

Dan Remes
Makayla Seeley
Korbel Shelby Selvy
Mike Smith
Sarah Tiano
Ellen Titus
Krista Wahlstrom
Steven Wett

Matthew Bettinger
Deon Haider
Kami Kirchberg
Tessa Kolan
Lenna Kouas

Heather Ludwig
Joe Lyon
Josh Moses
Cosette Schanilec
Alyssa Sell

Martha Sudermann
Jenna Thomforde
Jennifer Wang
Sonja Wermager
Yowon Yoon



Events

4TH OF JULY HOMETOWN CELEBRATION

Once again the Northfield Historical Society sponsored Northfield’s red, white and blue
hometown 4th of July celebration. The event brought thousands of area residents into
Northfield to take part in bicycle races, great food, lively music and of course, wonderful
fireworks.

The 2006 version of this slice of Americana found a new addition as a “young people’s
night” took place on the evening of the third. The sounds of local area youth were heard
from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. on the Square. Most of the performers were former participants
in Northfield High School’s popular “Rock and Roll Revival.”

This year’s event will find greater participation by many other Northfield charitable
organizations. Planning is under way already to make the 2007 better than ever. So make
plans now to be a part of this entertaining and patriotic tribute to our nation’s 231st
birthday.

Dan Freeman, 4th of July Chairperson

Scriver Building, 2006



ANNUAL BENEFIT AUCTION

For anyone who attended the 2006 Benefit Auction, you know that “flower power” is not
dead! Our Magical History Tour Auction was a huge success. The yearly event is the
Historical Society’s biggest “Fun”draiser. The Magical History tour occurred at The Grand
Event Center on November 4 with fabulous food and music! The Grand Event Center
outdid themselves in being a gracious host for our event! Once again Ed Kuhlman was our
auctioneer extraordinaire and did not disappoint! Thanks to a number of generous society
members, community businesses and community members the event continues to evolve
and grow. This year a number of changes were instituted in an attempt to update and
upgrade the event. These changes appeared to enhance the experience for those who
attended and had a positive financial outcome for the Historical Society.

We received overwhelmingly positive comments about the costume contest. People were
pulling their 1960’s clothing out of the mothballs (some of which still fit!), asking their
parents for clothing or shopping Ragstock. Dusty Springfield would have been proud of
those dressed up! Scott Davis and his wife, Beth, of Stone Cottage Photography, took
photos of event attendees and provided them a free photo to commemorate the event.

Definitely some far-out groovy photos! And what’s a 1960’s event without “magic
brownies?” Thanks to Marie Gery and Jan Stevens the “magic brownie’s” were a fun
addition to the live auction. We had a number of new, interesting and exciting auction
items including gourmet cakes from Judith Bechtum of Water Meadow Farm & Bakery, a
Historical Society Board of Directors wine basket, a cocktail party for 12, a wine dinner
for six, a gourmet dinner for 12, a tugboat tide on the Mississippi River, and dinner for
four with the president and his wife of St. Olaf and Carleton colleges, just to name a few.
As you can see, the caliber of the auction items was outstanding!

The auction is a fun event and for those who attend occurs with seamless precision.
However, hundreds of hours go into planning and executing this event. It could not
happen without committed volunteers. The Historical Society would like to thank the
following individuals for their time, humor, wine (as opposed to whine) and dedication to
the event: Stacy Balfany, Chris Ellison, Gene Finger, Deanna Kuennen, Ed Kuhlman,
Michelle Millenacker, Mary Rossing, Jessica Paxton, Paula Schanilec and Evelyn Thomas.

If you’ve ever wondered what it would be like to be Secret Agent 007…Bond…James
Bond, you won’t want to miss our Auction in 2007! Not to mention those glamorous and
sexy Bond girls! Dust off those tuxedos and start looking for that fabulous dress for your
eyes only; it’s time to get ready for “Double 0 Ed in Double 07!” Mark your calendars now
for November 3 when the Historical Society once again brings you a night of romance,
mystery and intrigue! 

Michelle Millenacker, Auction Committee




