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2010 marks the 35th anniversary of the founding of the Northfield Historical
Society. However, before I can go into talking about 2010, I would like to give a re-
cap of our 34th year.

This past year was another great one for our Youth Education Programs. The Posse did a great job
giving tours this year to people from all around the world. The Junior Curators were extremely
helpful – working in the store and in the archives. This year the Curators researched topics for the
next SCOPE project, the Our Story textbook and researched the Cemetery Stories. Every year these
programs surpass my expectations and continue to get better and better.

Many NHS special events had a great year as well. The Outlaw Run’s second-annual event was
successful, tripling in size to more than 200 bikes riding the escape trail of the James-Younger Gang.
We hope to see the same growth for this year’s ride. Although the weather was cold for this year’s
Cemetery Stories we still had about 300 people come to the Northfield Cemetery to learn about
Northfield’s past. Finally, the NHS annual fundraising auction was a great success.

Speaking of success, the Museum Store continues to grow and expand its offerings. We are
continuing to enlarge our inventory of Northfield-related items and we hope to become the place to
get Northfield items. The store has grown so much that the NHS board decided that it was time that
we hire a Store Manager to take the store to the next level. Chip DeMann has taken this new
position. So if you are looking for great gift ideas or that special little something, stop on by and pick
up one of the unique items we have in the store.

NHS’s work with the Northfield History Collaborative continued in 2009 with the launching of the
test website. The collaborative has been working with the site to make it ready for public use, which
is slated for sometime in 2010. We also started the Northfield History Podcast project in
collaboration with the HPC. This past year two Carleton College English classes took the first step
and did the initial research. Since then NHS and HPC volunteers have been going through and
updating the research. We hope to begin production in March and have at least six podcasts
completed by June/July.

As we enter our 35th year, I am really excited with all of the projects we are working on. The NHS
board is actively engaged in committee and member development, the podcast project, and the
Northfield History Collaborative. However, I am more excited about our accessibility project. In 2009,
the NHS board decided to pursue the possibility of putting an elevator in the Scriver Building. After
much research and planning we have decided that the time is right for us to peruse this project. With
its completion the entire Scriver Building will be accessible for people of all abilities. This will greatly
increase our programming and allow everyone access to Northfield’s history! Stay tuned for more
information and if you want to get involved with this project, please contact NHS.

Cheers!

Hayes Scriven, Executive Director

Message from the Executive Director

Scriven



It’s been 35 years and it all started with a vision of our dedicated
founding members. How fortunate NHS is to be centrally located on Bridge
Square in the heart of downtown and the historic site of the defeat of the
James-Younger Gang. As you take a tour through the museum, you realize
that over the past 35 years that vision has really come to life and continues to

live on. Not only do you see the talented work of our many members, board members and
volunteers over the years, but you also get the sense that you are stepping back in time. If you
have been fortunate enough to visit the lower level of the NHS you know how honored we
are to have received so many wonderful artifacts and stories of Northfield-area natives. If ever
there was a place that held so many pieces of local history, this is it! While we move forward
with the accessibility project it is our hope that we can display and make accessible to all the
many wonderful stories we have to tell. We thank our founding members and are proud to
carry on this vision.

We hope that you have enjoyed our many events over the past year. They continue to grow in
attendance and each year just get bigger and better. Through our publication of the Scriver
Scribbler and our wonderful website, we know we are reaching a wider audience.

I would like to thank our current board, executive director and volunteers. We couldn’t have
done it without you. Your dedication and talent is amazing.

Thanks to all of you for the opportunity to serve as your 2009 president. It has been an
honor for me.

Jodi Lawson, President, 2009

Lawson

Message from the President



Executive Committee2009 was another wonderful year for the NHS. The year involved our dedicated
Board of Directors continuing to help move forward strategic-planning initiatives, the
further strengthening and solidification of our committee structure, and the planning
and preparation of a significant restoration project-all in the unified effort to share
and fulfill the NHS mission.

We were also blessed with another year of successful events. The year started with a great
turnout of NHS supporters at our annual meeting in March, followed by the second-
annual Outlaw Run, which tripled in size, a very “cold” cemetery stories in early October
and the 1920s themed speakeasy auction in November – complete with a goldfish
(cracker) eating contest! Many other museum happenings, rotating exhibits, tours and
store activities filled the 2009 calendar. These events seem to improve every year, thanks
to our amazing members, volunteers and staff. We encourage all of you to continue your
participation and support as we enter into the 2010 programming – 
and we can never thank you enough for your part in making 2009 a success.

As we begin 2010, we look forward to hearing more from our members, refining and
enhancing our offerings, and continuing to provide quality events and programs.
Thank you for Making History Matter yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Jodi Lawson, Deanna Kuennen, Debby Larsen and Chuck Sandstrom



Treasurer’s ReportTotal income for 2009, (related directly to the Northfield Historical Society),
amounted to $174,179, vs. a budget of $173,780; expenses for the Society amounted to
$166,448, vs. a budget of $173,780, yielding positive cash of $7,731. The positive cash was
the result of ongoing efforts at expense control. Total reserves increased by $23,000, to a
total of $219,600

Sources of Income

Historical Society / Museum Events...................................................$67,485......38.7%

Store Sales ............................................................................................$45,608......26.2%

Property Rent.......................................................................................$36,402......20.9%

Grants ...................................................................................................$24,684......14.2%

Total.............................................................................................................$174,179 .100.0%

All major sources of income remained at approximately the same levels as 2008, with store
sales up slightly, NHS and property rents down slightly and endowment grants down by
approximately $4,000. The reduction in grant income was anticipated due to the downturn
in the overall economy and the stock market. Unlike 2008, NHS received no major
unplanned gifts during 2009.

Revenue related to annual memberships, increased from $15,755 in 2008 to $16,870 in
2009. Event revenue increased from $16,767 in 2008 to $19,978 in 2009. Event costs were
reduced by approximately $2,000 in 2009 from 2008, resulting in a net gain from events of
$5,024 for 2009.

Other major changes in 2009 compared to 2008 included; a reduction in maintenance
cost of more than $11,600, a reduction in publication costs of $10,800 and an increase in
professional services costs of $6,200, related primarily to building expansion
architectural planning.

During 2009, a number of items in the store inventory were adjusted to reflect current
values. The amount of the inventory adjustment was $10,873. This amount was deducted
from store gross profits, but did not represent a decrease in cash.

APPLICATION OF CASH
Operational and building expansion reserves were increased by $23,000, to $219,600.
Approximately $140,000 to $150,000 of this is designated for the building
expansion/remodeling project. The balance, currently held in short CDs, will be kept as an
operational reserve to be applied to programs of opportunity as directed by the board.

C. E. Sandstrom, Treasurer



T he Northfield Historical Society Endowment Fund:

Balance December 31, 2008 ................................................................................. $ 108,370
Contribution....................................................................................................$ 930
Investment gain/(loss).....................................................................................$   13,817
Earnings ...........................................................................................................$  2,444
Grants paid to NHS.........................................................................................$ (5,911)
Administrative fees ..........................................................................................$ (836)
Investment expense .........................................................................................$ (492)

Balance December 31, 2008 ..................................................................................$ 118,322

The Minnesota Community Foundation manages bequests from the Headly Endowment, the
Nutting Family Fund and the Street Endowment. Grants received from these three bequests
amounted to $24,684.11.

The Minnesota Community Foundation (MCF) realized a 16% gain in 2009 over 2008, which
will increase the value of the NHS endowment under the control of the MCF. The 2010 grant
level should be approximately the same, or slightly lower than the 2009 level. Future grants will
vary based on the MCF fund performance.

C. E. Sandstrom, Treasurer

Endowment Funds



Northfield Historical Society 2009 Profit & Loss
January through December 2009



Submitted by C. E. Sandstrom, Treasurer

Northfield Historical Society 2009 Balance Sheet
As of December 31, 2009



The methods used to communicate with members and the public were expanded
in 2009 to include blogs and the NHS history series. These new methods were in
addition to the Scriver Scribbler, the quarterly newsletter.

Bloggers Tim Freeland and Alyssa Ness covered the following diverse topics:

Freeland:
• Exploring the archives of historical artifacts at the museum
• The cut-off ear of Charlie Pitts
• Cell doors from Rice County Jail (which held the Younger brothers captive)
• Northfield deserves this: Sixty year old photos of first DJJD finally revealed
• Exploring Northfield signage from the past

Ness:
• Introduction to "Out of the Attic" and the Northfield City Hall(s)
• Dynamic Dreamers: Lincoln & Frank Fey

At the conclusion of 2009, The Scriver Scribbler editors Jeff Sauve and Evelyn Hoover,
turned the reins over to Ariel Butler. The newsletter continues to highlight Northfield
history with well-researched and -written articles. This past year, Carolyn Nitz
authored an article on the Rice County Historical Society’s (RCHS) efforts to fund the
restoration of its local Civil War-era flag. The article authored ran simultaneously in
both the Scribbler and the RCHS newsletter. In addition, articles deemed too lengthy
for print were abridged for the newsletter with the
complete (unedited) text featured on the website.

The Northfield History Series offered its first
publication, Pioneer Women: Voices of Northfield’s
Frontier, which was compiled and edited by Jeff Sauve.
Brisk sales during Winter Walk and afterward signaled
to NHS the public’s desire for future publications.
Susan Hvistendahl has been working on the Lyceum’s
early history (1856-1870s). This book is scheduled to
be published in fall 2010. Conversations are underway
with several other authors for future publications. It
should be noted that the family of late Barbara Will
provided memorial funds to assist in the publication
of the NHS History Series.

Jeff Sauve, Publications Committee Chair

Publications Committee



T he Museum Store met its goal of $44,000 in sales for 2009. This was
accomplished by adding select new items, refreshing popular old ones, promoting
online sales, making the store more inviting for shopping and improving promotion of
the store to our membership.

We had hoped to have the store freshened up with new color on the walls and the
displays rearranged for a new look by the end of the year, but that did not get
completed until early in 2010. The new look is appealing and is making a good
impression with everyone.

Another new feature is that we have hired a Store Manager. This new manager, Chip
DeMann, will be working with our current Store Keeper, Gloria Powell, to learn the
existing ways, but will be in charge of setting up a new computerized inventory system,
seeking new merchandise to offer and recruiting new volunteers to help staff the store.
DeMann brings a retail background and a long history with NHS to the position.

With these changes we hope the Museum Store will to do more than just meet the
projected revenue figure for 2010.

Nola Matheson, Museum Store Committee Chair

Museum Store

Adult PosseTraining along with the Junior Posse were seven adults not only making this the largest
group to go through training at one time but also making it the most Adult Posse members
we have had (20) since the program began. This year’s newly admitted Adult Posse members
were: Gary Bilick, Chuck DeMann, Jennifer Cox Johnson, Martha Lundin, Richard Nau, Phil
Peterson and Ruth Sylte. The 2009 MVP, Most Valuable Posse Member, was Christian Hakala.

Earl Weinmann, 2009 Posse Sheriff



The membership committee would like to thank you for your continued support
and interest in NHS. Membership is important to the success of our organization. While
our numbers have remained quite stable we know we can do better! 

This past year we have worked on evaluating the status of our overdue memberships and
freshened our list. The committee created and implemented new correspondence to be
used in reaching current and new members. We have come up with new and fun ideas to
be implemented during established events in Northfield such as the Taste of Northfield
and the Defeat of Jesse James Days.

The committee is in the process of establishing a new membership program for business
members. We want our downtown neighbors to also benefit from a membership. We have
come up with some creative ideas to grow our individual and family memberships.

NHS’s current membership stands at 435.

We look forward to membership growth in 2010!

Jodi Lawson, Membership Committee Chair

Membership



Archives and CollectionsOne hundred and three collections were added to the NHS holdings in 2009
including many photographs, books and newspapers. In early 2009 we received a very
large Lions Club pin collection from Harold Marquardt. We haven’t finished
processing the collection yet but we are estimating it to contain around 2,000 pins.

We continued our scanning project in 2009 as well and to date have scanned more
than 4,000 images from our NHS collections. Some of the highlights are the Fran Hall
Collection, which includes many downtown images in the 1940s and 1950s, and many
images of the colleges in their early years.

Storage space is still at a premium, but with some rearranging and additional shelving
units we are able to continue to take in artifacts. We have to thank Alicia Reuter who
has been volunteering at NHS on average three days per week for the last two years
while she is attending St. Olaf College. She has been organizing, cataloging, scanning
and handling any other tasks that need to be completed. Alicia is planning to attend
the University of British Columbia Archival Graduate Program next year.

The NHS collection was utilized in exhibits more this year than in previous years. Thank
you to Bob and Martha Davies for their help in putting together all of the NHS exhibits
that were display in 2009, which were Buttons Buttons, We’ve got the Buttons, The Eva Lou
Scott Doll Collection and The Lions Club Pin Collection of Harold Marquardt.

We must thank Barbara Ripley, Corrine Heiberg, Mira Aleci (Carleton), Ashely
Granger (St. Olaf), Alicia Reuter (St. Olaf), Alyssa Ness (St. Olaf) and Matthew Hagen-
Stowe (University of North Dakota) for their entire volunteer work this past year.

We are always in
need of volunteers
in all aspects of the
NHS. If you can
spare two or three
hours here and
there, please 
contact us.

Hayes Scriven,
Executive Director



NHS continued its speaker program and exhibits in 2009. While we have
decided to stop having displays at Premier Bank on a regular basis, we are still
continuing our display at the Northfield Middle School. Our speaker programs ranged
from The Ghost Town of Lewiston and a video documentary on the Northfield Arts
Guild in 2009.

NHS hosted four exhibits, Northfield Women and World War II, Button Buttons, We’ve
got the Buttons, The Lions Club Pin Collection of Harold Marquardt, and the Eva Lou
Scott Doll Collection. Once again Bob and Martha Davies played a major role in
producing all of these exhibits, contributing more than 200 volunteer hours in 2009.

Our 2010 exhibit calendar is busy. The first exhibit, The Northfield Arts Guild at 50:
Looking back while moving Forward opened in January. Our second exhibit on the 100-
year history of the Carnegie Library will open in April and an exhibit focusing on
Northfield Band history will open in August.

Throughout the year we will continue to have speaker programs, like the one in
February on pioneer women in Northfield and another video documentary on the
100-year history of the library in May.

Bob Davies and Martha Davies,
Exhibits Committee 

Exhibits and Programs



T he Northfield Historical Society is always trying to find new and unique ways to get
our message out there. In 2009, we really took some great steps forward. With social media
becoming more and more relevant we decided to create a Facebook fan page
(www.facebook.com, Northfield Historical Society) and set up a Twitter account
(http://twitter.com/NorthfieldHist). The Facebook page started out slowly but we are up to
122 fans and have 34 followers on Twitter. We saw an increase in our website traffic from
10,370 visits to 14,601 in 2009. This can be attributed to the addition of the Facebook and
Twitter page but also the addition of Alyssa Ness’s “Out of the Attic” blog and Tim
Freeland’s “From the Collection” blog. Both of these blogs have been well received and cover
many aspects of Northfield’s history, bringing to light items in our collection.

The Scriver Scribbler has continued to publish top-notch historical research and provide
pertinent information to the NHS membership. Jeff Sauve and Evelyn Hoover have been the
editors for the past two years but decided to step down in 2010. Taking over for them is Ariel
(Emery) Butler, who is currently working at the Northfield News. Ariel brings a passion for
history and background in editing and layout and the Scribbler should continue to improve.

A true highlight of the year was the publicity we received for the inquest into the skeleton in
our collection. The results from the inquest were finally made public in September and we
received statewide coverage, being mentioned in the Pioneer Press, Star Tribune, Mankato
Free Press and even having an interview on the KQRS morning show.

We continue to be mentioned regularly in the Northfield News, KYMN Radio,
locallygrownnorthfield.com, northfield.org and the Northfield Entertainment Guide. We will
continue to work with all of our local media outlets to keep people informed on NHS
happenings.

We are currently looking for volunteers to join the Marketing and Public Relations
Committee. If you are interested, please call (507) 645-9268.

Hayes Scriven, Executive Director

Marketing/Public Relations



JUNIOR CURATORS 
The Junior Curator team worked during summer months learning the “ins and outs” of
the museum store as well as spending time in the archives helping research the Cemetery
Stories program as well as other projects associated with our collections. This year’s
Junior Curators were: Lauren Allin, Amber Barksdale, Isabel Bilek, Ben Cooper, Bennett
Falck, Helen Forsythe, Maia Garcia, Cory Gett, Sam Gilitiuk, Maddie Guyott, Sierra
Hansen, Alesi Hayes, Ian Iverson, Autumn Kirkendall, Amelia Kneser, David Kreis, Louisa
Lawler, Alex Malecha, Bailey Mastin, Maddi Miller, Hailey Seymour, Laura Sheehy,
Rebecca Storlie, Avery Swearer, Giselle Tisdale and Kaylen Vandergon.

JUNIOR POSSE 
There has been great interest and dedication shown this year from our student tour
guides. After three months of training and practice, they served as fine docents for
the summer months. This year’s Junior Posse members were: Jasmine Barksdale,
Emily Bristol, Jane Carlson, Irene Duba, Peter Duba, Sydney Farmer, Kemry Gett,
Zoe Goodwin, Jenny Hargis, Jamie Herman, Elisha McLaughlin, Lauren Melzer,
Brandon Miller, Ryan Nugent, Conner Rowley, Hannah Vasilis, Rachel Wadleigh and
Elizabeth West.

SCOPE
Four students were selected to participate in the SCOPE program this year – Sandy
Carson, Ian Iverson, Emma Sayner and Avery Swearer. Throughout the school year they
currently meet on weekday mornings with Carleton interns and Chip DeMann at NHS.
The newest project for our SCOPE students is to create a Northfield history book to be
used in the third-grade classrooms in our community. The book will feature activities,
questions and have chapters that correspond to objects that we have in our collections.

SUMMER ASSISTANTS
Assisting and guiding the Junior Curators this year were Sonja Wermager (who is
returning from last year) and newly invited summer assistant, Kami Kirchberg.

ADDITIONALLY 
We want to extend our congratulations to Sofie Jokela who received the Northfield
Historical Society Scholarship. Sofie had participated in the SCOPE Program’s first year
of creating the book, “Caught in the Storm,” two years as a Junior Posse Member and two
years as a Summer Assistant. She is currently studying in Italy.

Earl Weinmann, Education Committee Chair

Youth Education Program
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EventsOUTLAW RUN

The second-annual Outlaw Run motorcycle rally was held Saturday, Aug. 22, 2009.

The committee, comprised of eight to 10 people began preparations for the event in
February. Since we had 69 paid riders in 2008, we had hoped to get 100 to 125. We
decided to follow the same route to Elysian, but alter the ride back through Lexington,
with another stop in Millersburg before returning to Northfield.

For the second straight year, the weather could not have been better – sunny skies
and 75 degrees. To our surprise, we had more than 170 paid riders, and along with
committee members and some who hopped in along the way, nearly 200 riders
participated. Everything went smoothly. We learned what additional things we need
to do going forward with regard to safety.

The cost of the ride was $20 per rider. Each rider was given a T-shirt and could
participate in our poker game in which prizes were given at the end of the ride. We
also received both cash and in-kind donations from corporate sponsors. In all, the
event grossed $4,866, against expenses of $1,927 for a net profit of $2,939, which was
returned to NHS programming.

This year’s event has been tentatively set for Aug. 28, 2010.

Jeff Johnson: Outlaw Run Committee Chair

CEMETERY STORIES

2009 marked the fifth year that NHS has been the primary sponsor of Under the Full
Moon Cemetery Stories. The event continues to be one of the most popular in the
NHS calendar. This year the weather was a bit frightful, but about 250 committed
people braved the frigid weather to hear stories from Joseph Drake, Charles Scofield,
Charles Taylor, Ruth Pritchard and others. Our sincere thanks to all of the volunteers,
research students and actors who contributed to making this evening such a
wonderful and successful occasion.

The mission behind the event is to provide an entertaining way for people to learn
about Northfield’s unique history through a vivid portrayal of citizens from all walks
of life and periods of time. Though held in a cemetery at night during a full moon,
Cemetery Stories is meant to be family friendly and interactive rather than scary.

This coming October’s event promises to be another exciting success. If you would
like to get involved with Under the Full Moon Cemetery Stories, contact NHS and we
will find the perfect volunteer opportunity for you. If you know of someone buried
in Oaklawn cemetery whose story should be shared, please contact us so that we may
add their name to our list of people to feature in future years.

Lora Steil and John Patrikus, Cemetery Stories Committee Co-Chairs



THE ROARING ’20s SPEAKEASY AUCTION GALA

Many thanks to everyone who participated in the Roaring '20s Auction Gala! The
annual auction gala is NHS's biggest “Fund”raiser. Whether you were a party-goer,
volunteer, donor or bidder, it was a fabulous evening. And what's a Speakeasy without
feather boas, feathers in your hair or a John Dillinger hat? There was an array of
wonderful colorful boas, flapper dresses, aviators, gangsters (with and without violin
cases) and even a cigarette girl. Our host again this year was the Northfield Golf Club,
which did a wonderful job of making us feel welcome and helping us plan our event! 

Our auction gala is quickly becoming a not to be missed event in the community! It is
a fun-filled evening with music, food, wonderful silent and live auction items, and
good friends. It's a time to catch up with people, reaffirm commitments and make new
introductions to others. This year we had a host of magnificent auction items from a
number of big-hearted donors. Many thanks to all the generous members, community
businesses and community members who contributed to this event though their
generous financial donations or donations of items and/or time. Our auction items
ranged from a ghost tour of St. Olaf College to a Pub Crawl with Archer House owner
Brett Reese to an original Arneson painting and a gourmet dinner for eight at the
Archibald Inn in Dundas. One lucky bidder had the honor of having a visit from Santa
and Mrs. Claus! And another will enjoy a private NHS tour for 12, complete with wine
and appetizers.

As with any event of this magnitude, the planning begins early in the year and gathers
speed as the event approaches. Without a host of able-bodied, eager, energetic and
tireless volunteers this event would not exist.
Our check-out process was quick and
efficient thanks to Jodi Lawson and her able-
bodied assistants Angela Busch, Angie
Tanghe and Liz Carpentier. Ed Kuhlman was
outstanding as usual as our auctioneer.
Musical ambiance was provided by Carol
Donelan, who set just the right tone and
sound provided by Glenn Switzer. A special
thank you to our roaming photographers,
John Patrikus and Griff Wigley, who
captured the essence of the evening perfectly.

Chris Ellison; Deanna Kuennen; 
Ed Kuhlman; Hayes Scriven; Lora Stile; 
Robbie Wigley; Michelle M. Millenacker



Thank you to our Generous Sponsors


